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through his extensive and distinguished work,
has proven to be a leader in his community.

Matthew is an attorney and recent partner
with Colligan Law LLP. Matthew’s practice re-
lates to counseling startups, entrepreneurs
and businesses. His practice includes land
use, commercial real estate and regulatory
compliance for businesses and political
groups.

An active member of the Western New York
startup community, Matthew was co-founder
and co-director of the Buffalo Chapter of Start-
up Grind. In that role, he also co-founded the
monthly #LaunchHour entrepreneur Twitter
chat in partnership with Launch NY. He serves
as a member of FIKA Buffalo and the 43
North WeMakeBuffalo Team.

Additionally, Matthew sits on the advisory
board of the ECIDA Venture Capital Fund, a
board responsible for making recommenda-
tions to the ECIDA Board of Directors on how
to form and operate a ten year, multi-million
dollar early stage venture fund focusing on
local emerging companies with high growth
potential. An entrepreneur himself, Matthew is
a co-founder and Chief Financial Officer of
Black Squirrel Distillery, a New York State
craft distillery. In that role he also co-founded
the WNY Craft Beverage Alliance, Inc.

Outside of the startup community, Matthew
is a strong advocate for sustainable develop-
ment and has served as a member of the
Smart Growth Work Group of the WNY Re-
gional Economic Development Council and the
One Region Forward Land Use & Develop-
ment Working Team.

As the former Chair of The Emerging Busi-
ness Leaders, Matthew served on the Board
of Directors and Executive Committee of the
Amherst Chamber of Commerce, as well as
the Chamber’s Public Policy Committee. He
volunteers for B-Team Buffalo and the
Parkside Community Association. Matthew
also serves as a member of the Professional
Panel for the Cancer Legal Resource Center,
and as an advisory board member for
WomenElect.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor Matthew Pelkey as he
receives the Emerging Business Leader
Award from the Amherst Chamber of Com-
merce. His personal contribution of time and
effort towards the progress and enhancement
of our community is admirable, and | wish him
much continued success in all his future en-
deavors.

————
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Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize a heroic individual, Mr. Paul
Tranbarger, of Flemingsburg, Kentucky.

Mr. Tranbarger served in World War Il as
part of what we consider the Greatest Genera-
tion in our nation’s history. Please join me
today in honoring a man who has displayed
selflessness, courage, commitment, and dedi-
cation to our beautiful country.

Paul Tranbarger was born in Bristol, Virginia
in 1926. He left home at the early age of 17
when he enlisted in the United States Navy.
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As a Seaman First Class aboard the aircraft
carrier USS Shamrock Bay, he participated in
the Philippines Campaign: Phase 2, the Battle
of lwo Jima, and the Okinawa Campaign. He
was part of a crew that earned the USS
Shamrock three battle stars. As if the military
battles were not enough, he and his crew en-
dured a typhoon while onboard the ship.

After his military service, Paul returned
home in 1946 to Virginia where he began
working for Crosley Refrigeration. It was there
he met and married his first and only love,
Sadie. The two moved to Kentucky in 1952.
Determined to live the American dream, Mr.
Tranbarger fell in love with farming and owned
and operated his own service station.

Paul and his late wife Sadie have three chil-
dren. He is an elder at the Mt. Pisgah Chris-
tian Church and is still very active in his com-
munity. He attributes his faith in God and love
of family as the reason for his existence at
age 90.

Words can never express our gratitude or
convey the honor so richly deserved. His serv-
ice and sacrifice will be remembered and hon-
ored for generations to come.

——————
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Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation:

Whereas, the lives of many in my district
have been touched by the life of one—Mrs.
Jennie Mclvor Richardson Campbell; and

Whereas, she was born January 15, 1926 in
Mount Vernon, New York, and today she cele-
brates a milestone in her life, her 90th Birth-
day; and

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has
shared her time and talents for the betterment
of our community and our nation through her
tireless works, words of encouragement and
inspiration; and

Whereas, Mrs. Campbell is a warrior for
those in need, a woman of compassion, a
fearless leader, a mother, a grandmother, an
aunt, a servant to all and truly a friend; her
dedicated service is present throughout my
district, she is an unwavering caregiver; and

Whereas, she is a blessing to us all. She
gives advice on life, sewing and culture. She
is @ member of her beloved Greenforest Com-
munity Baptist Church in Decatur, Georgia;
and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Mrs. Jennie
Mclvor Richardson Campbell on the anniver-
sary of her birth and for her outstanding lead-
ership and service to our District; now there-
fore, I, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, Jr. do
hereby proclaim January 15, 2016 as Mrs.
Jennie Mclvor Richardson Campbell Day in
the 4th Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 15th day of January, 2016.
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Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor Mr. Benjamin T. Jealous as he is the
keynote speaker for the Canisius College Aca-
demic Talent Search Black History Month
event. Mr. Jealous and his years of experi-
ence in civil and human rights will bring invalu-
able insight to the students of Canisius Col-
lege and to the Buffalo community, and we
are honored to have him with us today.

The Academic Talent Search (ATS) Pro-
gram at Canisius College identifies and pro-
vides services for individuals from disadvan-
taged backgrounds, helping students progress
through the academic pipeline from middle
school through post-baccalaureate programs.
The program serves approximately 600 youths
recruited from area schools and community
service organizations, giving educational, so-
cial, and career support as well as co-cur-
ricular and cultural enhancement.

Mr. Jealous has previously served as the
President and Chief Executive Officer of the
NAACP. He recently began working in the Sil-
icon Valley venture capital firm Kapor Capital,
where he plans to continue his goal of growing
opportunities for minorities in the tech econ-
omy. A Rhodes Scholar, Mr. Jealous was
named by both Forbes and TIME magazine to
their “Top 40 under 40” lists, as well as a
Young Global Leader by the World Economic
Forum.

The youngest president in the NAACP’s his-
tory, Mr. Jealous began his career at 18 open-
ing mail at the NAACP Legal Defense Fund.
Under his leadership, the NAACP grew to be
the largest civil rights organization online and
on mobile, and became the largest commu-
nity-based nonpartisan voter registration oper-
ation in the country. In addition, the NAACP
experienced their first multi-year membership
growth in over 2 decades. A builder of robust
coalitions, Mr. Jealous’s leadership included
bringing environmentalist organizations into
the fight to protect voting rights, and con-
vincing several well-known conservatives to
join the NAACP in challenging mass incarcer-
ation.

Prior to leading the NAACP, Mr. Jealous
spent 15 years as a journalist and community
organizer. Throughout his entire career, he
has been the leader of successful state and
local movements to ban racial profiling, defend
voting rights, secure marriage equality, and
free multiple wrongfully incarcerated people.
Mr. Jealous has built a legacy on fighting for
justice, and has made a career out of helping
the disadvantaged and less fortunate.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor Mr. Benjamin T. Jeal-
ous for all of the work that he has done. The
ATS Program and Canisius College is hon-
ored to have such a distinguished and honor-
able speaker for their event. His personal con-
tribution of time and effort towards the
progress of justice in our nation is admirable,
and | am grateful for his unwavering commit-
ment to such noble causes. | wish him much
continued success in all his future endeavors.
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